FOOTBALL
—~ VICTORIA

This Policy applies to all Football Victoria

affiliated Clubs, Associations, Branches, Centers and all Referees,
Officials, Coaches, Managers, Technical Directors, Volunteers
and Participants.

The WWC Checklegislation provides exemptionsfromthe
requirementto obtaina WWC numberfor certain categories of
individuals:

1. Volunteerparents orcloserelatives coachingor
managingtheirown child'sorcloserelative'steam

2. Referees

3. Personsaged under 18years of age

Whilerecognisingthatthe WWC Checkisonlypartofan
organisation’stoolkit for promotinga child safe environment,
therewasconcernthatthese exemptions meantthatasignificant
andimportantportion ofthe membership were notbeing
subjected to the WWC Check.

Accordingly, underthis Policy, thefollowing requiresa WWC Check
number as a condition of registration:

1. Volunteerparents orcloserelatives coachingor
managingtheirown child'sorcloserelative'steam

2. Referees

3. Allworkersandvolunteersinvolved inany official event or activity
thatinvolves overnight stays, toursorcamps involving overnight
accommodation

Note: Allpersonsaged under18years of ageremain exempt.

Coaches and Managers:

Underthis Policy, allpaid persons and allvolunteer Coaches,
Managers, Technical Directorsand otherroles which involve
working or volunteering with childrenunder 18 years of age require a
WWC Check (unless exempt).

Fortheavoidance ofdoubt, thisrequirementextendsto volunteer
parents or close relatives coaching or managing theirown child's or
closerelative'steam.

Therefore, itis arequirement of FootballVictoriathat all Technical
Directors, Coaches and Managers working or volunteering with
childrenunder 18years of age MUST obtainaWWC Checkand
providetheir Club, Association, Branch, Centre and/or Football
Victoriawithavalid WWC Check Number.

Workingwith Children
Check Policy

The exemptions recognised by Football Victoria are:

- Personsunder18years of age

- Teachers and Police Officers*

- Guestpresentersorspeakersforaone-off
presentation

- Persons who work or volunteer with children visiting
Victoriafrom another State to attend an eventwhere the
workinVictoriawillbeforno more than 30 daysin a
calendaryear

*Teachers

If you’re a teacher with the Victorian Institute of Teaching (VIT) you
are exempt from the Check. However, if your VIT registration is
suspended or cancelled, the exemption no longer applies.
Although you don’t need a Check, if you’re a registered teacher and
do any child-related work that is not teaching in a school or an early
childhood service, you will need to notify WWCCV by completing
the Teacher notification form which is available on the Service
Victoria website.

*Police Officers

Victoria Police officers and Australian Federal Police (AFP) officers
are exempt from the Check.

However if the officer is suspended or dismissed from Victoria
Police or the AFP, they are no longer exempt and must apply for a
Check. They must notify in writing every organisation that engages
them in child-related work within seven days of the suspension or
dismissal.

Registering for Football- Information for Administrators and
Participants:

When registeringin Play Football orthe relevant registration
system as a Coach, Manager, Technical Director, Referee orany
otherrolethatinvolves working or volunteeringwith a childunder 18
years of age, itisapre- condition of registration within Football
Victoriathatthe individualenterstheirWWC Checknumberinthe
system atthetime ofregistration. Persons under 18 years of age
are exemptfromthisregistration requirement.

1. Registrationforallindividuals, includingreferees, will notbe
approvedinPlay Footballortherelevant registration systembythe
relevantadministrator, norwill it be considered effective untilthe
individualhas provided a valid WWC Check number. This number
must be enteredintotheregistration system and verified by the
Club, Association, Branch, Centre, or Football Victoriavia Working
with Children Check Status Checker



https://www.service.vic.gov.au/services/working-with-children-check-status-checker/transaction#check
https://www.service.vic.gov.au/services/working-with-children-check-status-checker/transaction#check

2. ltisalegalrequirementfortherelevant Club, Association,
Branch, Centre (or Football Victoriafor FV employees and
volunteers) toobtaintheindividual's WWC Check number
directlyfromthem, verifyitusingthe online verification system,
and keep arecord ofthe verificationdetailsinaccordance with
therequirements set out by WWC Check legislation as
outlined HERE

The Importance of Verifying WWC Numbers:

VerifyingWorkingwith Children (WWC)Checknumbersis alegal
requirementinVictoriaandacrucialstepin ensuring the safety of
childreninfootball. Itis essential that organisations complete this
processtocomplywith Victorian law and to protect the wellbeing
of young participants.

Failure to verify WWC Check numbers can resultin significant
penaltiesimposed bytheVictorian Government. Verifying a
WWC Check number is the processthatnotifiesthe Department
of Justice and Community Safety (DJCS) that a particular person
holding a WWC Checkis working or volunteering with your
organisation.

Thisverification establishes animportantconnection betweenthe
worker orvolunteer, yourorganisation, and the DJCS’s continuous
monitoring system. Should the status of the worker or volunteer
change, such as becomingbarred fromworkingwith children, the
DJCSwillimmediately notify you, advising the removal of the
individualfromany child-related work.

Howto VerifyaWorker’s WWC Number:

1. ObtaintheWWC Checknumber ofthe worker(s)
requiredto holdaWWC Checkthatyouwishto employ
or engage as avolunteer.

2.  You mustthen verifythe WWC Check number in the
Victorian DJCS online WWC Check Verification system
atthislink: Workingwith children checkstatus checker

(service.vic.gov.au)

3.  Whenyouverify, youwillreceive aresult of Cleared, Not
Cleared, In Progress, or Not Found. Youcanonlyemploy
workerswhoare CLEARED. If the resultisNOTFOUND,
thisusuallymeansthat theinformationenteredis
incorrect, orthe applicant stillneedstocompletethe
application process.

4. Onceyouhavecompletedtheverification,you must
keep arecord of eachverification. You can download a
Verification Record Templatefrom this link: WWCC
Record keeping template (Word) | Office of the Children's

Guardian (nsw.gov.au)

Ifemployingsomeoneurgentlyinachild-relatedrole,you canverifya
person’sapplication (APP)numberoncethey have completed the
application process by attending a Service Victoria Centre. The result
when verifyingan APP number mustbe “Applicationin Progress.”
Note, the worker must provideyou with theirWWC Checknumber
onceitisreceived, andyou MUST also verifytheirWWC Check
numberatthattime. You also needtoverifya worker/volunteer’s
WWC Checknumber againwhenthey renew their WWC Check after5
years.

Howto Apply foraWorking with Children Check:

1. Prove your identity using documents through your
phone; we’ll guide you on which ones to use.

Fill outthe online application form.

Pay the applicable fee, if required.
Consenttothetransferof yourinformationforthe
background check.

Working with Children Check Compliance s Audits:

The Victorian DepartmentofJusticeand Community Safety (DJCS)
isthe State Governmentagency responsible for managing the WWC
Checkin Victoria.

FootballVictoriaworks closelywiththe DJCStoensure child
protectionand compliance amongour affiliated clubs,
associations (and their affiliated clubs), regional branches, and
futsalcentersregardingthe WWC Check.

The DJCShasalready conducted manyaudits of Football Victoria
clubs, associations, and other affiliatesand will continue to do
so.

While FootballVictoriaacknowledgesthat most of the football
andfutsalcommunity are already applyingthe WWC Checkas
outlinedinthis policy, we notethatthese changes may makethe
processeasierinsomerespects, asyouwillnolongerneedto
undertake the arduoustask of determiningwhichworkers and
volunteers are exempt and which are not.

footballvictoria.com.au

For further assistance please contact: clubsupport@footballvictoria.com.au
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